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State of New Jersey  
Using National Cooperative Contracts:  Application of P.L. 2011, c.139 

   (Text in Blue is from the New Jersey Division of Local Government Services.  Text in Green is from NCPA)

Background
The recently passed P.L. 201, c.139 allows local contracting units to utilize national cooperative contracts as a method
of procurement.  Utilizing national cooperative contracting may make the procurement process more efficient and 
provide cost savings.  The Division of Local Government Services has consulted with the Division of Law, the Division 
of Purchase and Property, and the Office of the State Comptroller to provide guidance to contracting units seeking to 
implement the new national cooperative contracting option.  

Legal Interpretation Concerning National Cooperative Contracts
Consider the following elements in making decisions to use a national cooperative contract:

 General Interpretation
 The use of the term “notwithstanding any other law to the contrary” in this statute means that public bidding
 is not required when using a national cooperative contract.  However, national cooperative contracts are still
 subject to procurement laws and rules that apply to all other contracts awarded by a NJ contracting unit. 
    
 National Cooperative Contract Standards:
 The following three requirements make a contract part of a national cooperative:
 
 1)  The national cooperative contract must have been awarded through a “competitive bidding process” that  
 complies with the laws covering the issuing entity.  In this context, a “competitive bidding process” requires  
 open competition among those qualified, submission of bids, and awarded pursuant to a “lowest responsible”  
 offeror.   
 
 NCPA’s contracts are publicly advertised and awarded through a competitive bid process by a government entity.
 Contracts are awarded to the “lowest responsible” vendor.  All due diligence documents can be downloaded on
 NCPA’s website at http://www.ncpa.us

 2)  The contract must have been awarded by a contracting unit as defined in c. 139, and cannot have been 
 awarded by a non-profit or private organization.  Chapter 139 only permits contracting units to access national
 cooperative contracts that were solicited by another “contracting unit” as defined by the statute.   

 NCPA’s contracts are all awarded by the Region 14 Education Service Center in Abilene, TX.  Region 14 is a 
 state agency of the state of Texas and does meet the definition of a “contracting unit” as defined by the statute.

 3)  The original bid must have been advertised as a national cooperative contract - not as a strictly local contract
 that is made “national” or “regional” after the receipt of the bids.  

 All of NCPA’s contracts were advertised as a national cooperative contract.  All copies of the advertisements are 
 available on NCPA’s website under each individual vendor’s page at http://www.ncpa.us/vendors 

        


